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Challenging national targets have been set around 

carbon reduction

There are some challenging targets both at a National level

Government 

aims to cut 

emissions 80% 

by 2050

UK commitment 

to meet 15% of 

energy use from 

renewables by 

2020

All practical wall 

insulation to be 

completed by 

2015

By 2050 

Emissions from 

buildings close to 

zero

By 2030 all 

buildings 

received cost 

effective energy 

efficiency 

measures
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Welsh Assembly Specific Targets

The One Wales: One Planet sets-out some specific outcomes

We use less 

energy and are 

more energy

efficient
All have access 

to better homes 

so that

we reduce 

greenhouse gas 

emissions

and tackle fuel 

poverty

More of our 

energy is 

produced

at a community 

level close to 

where it is used

Our long term 

economic future 

secured

by achieving the 

transition to a low

carbon, low 

waste economy

We are self-

sustaining

in renewable 

energy



The role of Local Authorities in energy efficiency-

Warm Homes, Greener Homes
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Why These Carbon Reduction targets are important to us

We are in a position to positively influence 

the greatest sources of emissionsé 

* Source: Eco Schools Conference 2009 presentation

66%

Property

9%

Travel

19%

Street 

Lighting

6%

Waste

Local Authority Emissions by source*

éand we have the funding in place to 

ensure every pound spent is stretched 

ÅCERT- Our total spend to date in Wales is over 
£10m

ÅCESP- A total of £70m worth of funding has 
been predicted to come from us by HMG.

ÅFiT- Currently working with a number of 
potential partners to deliver some of the largest 
FiT roll-outs in the UK.

ÅFuel Poverty- from 2008 to 2011 we will have 
spent £375m supporting our fuel poor 
customers; £250m more than our government 
required amount.
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ÅCentricaôs business is ñEnergy for a low carbon worldò

ÅBritish Gasô commitment is to ñlead the transition to low 
carbon homes and communitiesò

ÅBritish Gas is rapidly transforming from an energy company to 
an energy services company

ÅWe recognise the central role that Local Authorities play in the 
future delivery of energy efficiency measures in both public and 
private sectors

ÅWe are already partnering with Local Authorities, Social 
Housing providers, Cities and Regional Governments across 
Wales

The role of British Gas



Background Statistics

Note- Source for all statistics WAG

On the Welsh index of multiple deprivation almost 1/3 of the 

HOVs is among the most deprived areas of Wales.

HOV qualifies for Objective One EU funding for those regions 

that require structural adjustment and has an average wage of 

less than 75% EU average.

Life expectancy for men in Merthyr Tydfil and Blaenau Gwent is 

5 years less than Ceredigion and average earnings are 20% 

less than the rest of South East Wales.

19% of the employable people in HOV are economically inactive 

compared with 13% for Wales.



HOV 2020 Strategyé.Regeneration

Å A vibrant economic landscape offering new opportunities for individuals and 

businesses. 

Å Goals for 2020:

Source: óTurning Headsô Strategy for 2020 for Heads of the Valley 2006

i) The Heads of the 

Valleys region will be 

viewed as a nationally 

competitive business 

and investment location

ii) The majority of 

residents will be in work 

and contributing to the 

Welsh economy

v) Higher levels of 

innovation, 

entrepreneurship and 

essential support 

services will be more 

readily available.

iv) Residents will have 

access to a more 

diverse range of 

business and 

employment 

opportunities.

iii) There will be an 

accessible and better 

integrated transport 

system, with strong 

North-South and cross-

Valleys connections



Finding the right answer ï

Heads of the Valleys Regeneration Programme in numbers

1st

1,300

40k£140m

15

>

£140 million initiative 

tackling the root causes 

of economic inactivity 

and other key issues in 

the area

Energy efficiency 

measures delivered to 

40k homes

We will train over 1,300 

people each year and 

help to drive 

regeneration, aid 

sustainability and reduce 

fuel poverty

British Gas and the 

Welsh Assembly 

announced the UKôs first 

dedicated Green Skills 

Training Centre in 

Tredegar

15-year programme 

launched in September 

2004 with five local 

authorities and local 

stakeholders

largest Low Carbon Zone 

of its kind in Europe
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HOV ïGreat programme with positive side-effects

With the right approach a threefold benefit can be delivered 

through an effective carbon reduction focussed programme

(1) Carbon Reduction
The ówhole houseô approach of the scheme means that the most efficient measures 

are put into each property maximising the savings made.

(2) Fuel Poverty 

Improvements
The targeted approach of the 

programme means that it is 

bringing reduced fuel costs to the 

residents that are most likely to 

benefit.

(3) Job Creation
The purpose built Green Skills 

Academy will 1,300 individuals 

each year. This will include 

specialist provision to help enable 

local long term unemployed 

people to find work in the 

emerging green economies 

annually.


